WHAT IS THE WISCONSIN REAL PROPERTY LISTERS ASSOCIATION (WRPLA)?

The WRPLA is a statewide association comprised of county and municipal real property lister offices/departments.
ARE OTHER AGENCIES OR INDIVIDUALS ABLE TO JOIN THE WRPLA?

Yes, we also have associate and sustaining memberships. Associate members are individuals who have an interest in the purposes of the WRPLA organization. Sustaining members are supporting contributors and are given advertising space in the quarterly newsletter and special recognition at our annual meeting.

WHO ARE REAL PROPERTY LISTERS (RPL'S)?

The Wisconsin Legislature created the position of County Real Property Lister in 1951 to ensure that lands were being represented accurately for assessment and taxation purposes. The RPL maintains land records focusing on the ownership records of real estate. This takes the form of an organized compilation of the county's land ownership records and legal descriptions. As such, the RPL is a "LAND INFORMATION LlBRARIAN/CUSTODIAN" of the information used to create the assessment rolls that underlie the entire taxation process.

The RPL also functions as a liaison between local officials, assessors, clerks and treasurers; county offices: Treasurer, Register of Deeds, County Clerk, Planning and Zoning Departments, Emergency Management, County Surveyor, Land Conservation, County Parks and County Sheriff; and state offices: Department of Revenue, Department of Natural Resources, Department of Administration, Department of Commerce, and the Department Of Agriculture Trade & Consumer Protection, just to name a few.

WHAT CURRENT INFORMATION IS AVIALABLE FROM THE REAL PROPERTY LISTER?

Accurate legal descriptions, ownership, parcel numbers, addresses, real estate transfer information, property values, acreage, and taxation district information are all available from the RPL. Also available from the RPL are property surveys and parcel maps. All of this information is derived from a number of sources. These sources include documents from the Register of Deeds, the Departments of Revenue and Natural Resources, Assessors, Surveyors and Municipal Clerks.

WHY DOES THE REAL PROPERTY LISTER MAINTAIN THIS PARCEL INFORMATION?

The RPL tracks all transfers of real estate within the county/municipality to determine that title rights are firmly established for each transfer. Parcel information is used by the local assessor to value real estate and personal property for taxation purposes. The established value is then used by the local clerk to process the local levies for real estate taxes.

WHO USES THESE RECORDS?

In addition to the general public a wide variety of people use the records kept by RPL. A few of these include:


-Assessors

-Appraisers


-Attorneys

-State and Local Government


-Lake Associations
-Law Enforcement


-Banks

-Insurance Companies


-Title Companies
-Realtors


-Social Services
-Surveyors


-Foresters

-Historical Societies

WHY WAS THE POSTITON OF A COUNTY REAL PROPERTY LISTER CREATED?

Historical Background: In the mid-1930's, the Federal Government offered a Works Progress Administration (WPA) project which would allow counties to correct and automate illegal and faulty descriptions on the tax rolls, and in some cases, draw parcel maps. The local municipalities manually completed all tax rolls at that time, with pen in hand. The WPA project took several years to complete, but eventually all the records were automated on the addressograph machines.

Once the project was completed in the 1940's, it was realized that this Information would quickly become obsolete if the county didn't continue maintaining these uniform records. Soon thereafter, Wisconsin enacted State Statute 70.09, which allowed the County Boards to appoint a Real Property Lister within their county.

With the advent of computer technology, addressographs and hand-written tax rolls are a thing of the past. Today, many RPL's are electronically exchanging assessment information with the assessors and the Department of Revenue, Many counties have recently invested in imaging as a means of document retrieval, which has tremendously benefited the operation of the Real Property Lister Office. With electronic transfer of Real Estate Transfer Return Forms and Deeds on the near horizon, the future is wide open for creative and economic solutions to office practices statewide. The Real Property Listers stand poised as willing and able participants at the forefront of these innovations.

WHAT IS THE PUPOSE OF THE WRPLA?

The WPRLA was organized in 1952:

-  To demonstrate their willingness to assume a responsibility to the taxpayers of the State of Wisconsin by providing accurate legal descriptions used as the basis of assessing and taxing property.
-  To work toward the efficient operation of uniform and accurate methods in the property description fields.

-  To keep abreast of new developments in this field.

-  To cooperate with other agencies on the state and local level, active in this field.
